


“One of  Satan’s most effective 
weapons in distracting and 

influencing us is manipulation.” 



Manipulate
 To manipulate means to manage people or 

circumstances to gain an advantage.
 To control or influence somebody or 
something in an ingenious or devious way.



32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt 
that what they owned was not their own, 

so they shared everything they had. 
33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of  the Lord 

Jesus, and God's great blessing was upon them all. 
34 There were no needy people among them, because those who 

owned land or houses would sell them 
35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need. 

Acts 4:32-35, NLT



1 But there was a certain man named Ananias who, with his wife, 
Sapphira, sold some property.

 2 He brought part of  the money to the apostles, claiming it was 
the full amount. With his wife's consent, he kept the rest.

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart? 
You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of  the money for 

yourself.”

Acts 5:1-3, NLT



4 “The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And 
after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could 

you do a thing like this? You weren't lying to us but to God!”
5 As soon as Ananias heard these words, he fell to the floor and 

died. Everyone who heard about it was terrified. 
6 Then some young men got up, wrapped him in a sheet, and took 

him out and buried him.

Acts 5:4-6, NLT



“What is being manipulated is the 
mind through the offering of  lies and 

half-truths.”

George Bloomer



Satan uses “Psychological Warfare” 
to manipulate the facts and discredit 
the truth of  God’s word and plan for 

our lives.



13 And He said to them, "Do you not understand this 
parable? How then will you understand all the parables?  

14 The sower sows the word.  
15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is 
sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes 

away the word that was sown in their hearts.”

Mark 4:13-15, NKJV



6 So the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your 
countenance fallen? 

7 If  you do well, will you not be accepted? And if  you do not do well, sin lies 
at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it." 

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were 
in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?"
He said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?" 

Genesis 4:6-9, NKJV



The greatest deception is self-deception 
not the deception of  the devil.

Self-deception is defined as the act of  
lying to yourself  or of  making yourself  
believe something that isn't really true. 



7 You were running the race so well. Who has held you back 
from following the truth? 

8 It certainly isn't God, for he is the one who called you to 
freedom. 

9 This false teaching is like a little yeast that spreads through 
the whole batch of  dough! 

Galatians  5:7-9, NLT



18 Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness 
before a fall. 

19 Better poor and humble than proud and rich. 

Proverbs 16:18-19, TLB
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